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a letter for him to follow him to Sir Allen Apsley's when he came
home, not acquainting him that the Duke was come. At Sir Allen's
the Duke supped and went to bed there, and at three in the morning
took coach for Windsor, where he arrived about seven, and came
into the King's withdrawing room at the moment my Lord Sussex,
who was then in waiting in the bedchamber, opened the door; at
which the Duke entered, and when he came to the King's bedside
he with great submission threw himself upon his knees, asking the
King's pardon for his coming into England and into his presence
without his leave, saying he was so confounded at the news of His
Majesty's illness that he could have no satisfaction or content in his
mind until he had seen his Majesty. And since that now he had that
happiness to find him past all danger (for which he blessed God) he
was ready to return again that morning if it was His Majesty's
pleasure; for he came with resolutions to be absolutely governed
and disposed of by His Majesty in all things. Upon this His
Majesty cast his arms about him, kissed him and received him with
all kindness imaginable and 'tis said by the standers-by that they
both shed tears of joy at the interview.

Charles was very anxious that no one should know that he had had
any previous knowledge of James's visit to England, and he had stipu-
lated that James should give out that he had come of his own accord and
without an invitation, "so fearful His Majesty was of giving the least
disgust (said James), and that if any fault was found, it might fall upon
the Duke's shoulders which were more accustomed to bear such burdens,
and this he knew would make no great addition to what he already bore'*.
And the chief thing in the King's mind after the raptures of reunion had
subsided was how best to get James out of the country before public
notice was taken of his presence. James wrote to William four days after
his arrival at Windsor saying that he had more friends in England than
he had thought and that the rebellion which Charles had expected on
his return had not materialised. He was therefore confirmed in his view
that Charles had been unduly apprehensive, and he was quite certain
that now he was back in England he could safely stay there. But Charles
would not yield to his arguments: Parliament had been summoned for
October 7, and there was no time to be lost. Two concessions, however,
James did achieve: Charles was impressed by the occurrences of the past
few days, he had no intention of letting Monmouth take advantage of
James's absence abroad in the event of his own sudden death; and
within ten days of James's arrival Monmouth was deprived of his rank
as Lieutenant-General and ordered abroad; Charles also reiterated before